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Is it necessary to drag recalcitrant spirits by
force toward the new abode? For what purpose
if the house, irremediably condemned, must,
sooner or later, be vacated? A struggle to the
bitter end could only increase the suffering. Let
us permit minds to work freely, and progress to
operate by the power of truth.

Let us preach calmness and reconciliation; for
human passions are in any case doing and will do
their work. They are hastening the imminent
victory of ideas, by suffering. It is the part of
noble minds to lessen the extent and the bitterness
of this suffering, for tolerance, that sensible
patience, is the exclusive virtue of sages.

IX. Everything tends to the belief that these
struggles will be made more and more under
conditions of mutual esteem. Indulgence, the
natural fruit of comprehension, will soften all
extravagance in the ardour of the combatants.
It will console the vanquished and will teach the
victors comprehensive kindness. The most re-
presentative champions of free thought have them-
selves given examples of moderation. Kant has
not ventured to place his " categorical imperative "
outside of the future life. " Like a simple Savoy-
ard vicar," remarked Paul Stapfer, "he concluded
that the harmony between virtue and happiness,